




























Vaccine Hesitancy Factors
Exclusion 
from initial 
COVID-19 
vaccine 
trials

Initial data on pregnancy or birth outcomes after maternal COVID-
19 vaccination were limited to inadvertent exposures among trial 
participants early in pregnancy

Initially, the vaccine was novel, and safety in pregnancy was 
assumed, but not yet proven with data [1]

Social 
determinants 
of health

May lead to lack of access to trusted information, unable to 
distinguish between false information and proven data

Nearly one in every two pregnant and postpartum individuals 
expressed COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy. 

Those who may face barriers to accessing healthcare services who are 
also likely to be at higher risk of complications from COVID-19 infection 
were more likely to report vaccine hesitancy [2]



Misinformation Narratives In Pregnancy And Breastfeeding

• COVID-19 vaccination affects female fertility.

• COVID-19 vaccination during pregnancy increases risk of miscarriage.

• COVID-19 vaccines reach or cross the placenta

• Among Black/ African American Communities:
• History of racism in medical research and care as the key reasons for not being 

vaccinated.

• Feel dismissed or ignored by medical professionals; that they do not have a voice 
and are not heard. 

• Issue of availability due to supply, location and transportation that has been an 
obstacle for Black and underserved communities to get vaccinated.



Frequency of reasons for COVID-
19 vaccine hesitancy

Frequency of factors that 
could change COVID-19 

vaccine hesitancy



COVID-19 vaccination among pregnant people aged 18-49 years overall, by 
race/ethnicity, and date reported to CDC - Vaccine Safety Datalink,* United 

States

70.3%





COVID-19 vaccination among pregnant people aged 18-49 years overall, by 
race/ethnicity, and date reported to CDC - Vaccine Safety Datalink, United States

Overall: 70.3%

Asian, Non-Hispanic: 89.5%

Black, NH: 56.3

Hispanic/Latino: 68.1%

Other, NH: 69.8%

White, NH: 67.5%




