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WSSRG:BACKGROUND

•Concern that COVID 19 vaccine authorization would be influenced by
political considerations because of Federal administration actions:

⏤FDA granting Emergency Use Authorization hydroxychloroquine
⏤Modification of CDC recommendations by political appointees 
⏤Requirement that CDC staff communications routed through VP Office

•Some state governors set up state committee to  conduct independent 
reviews of vaccine safety, efficacy, review process, & recommendations.

Controversial: undercut CDC & FDA, lead to conflicting recommendations?



FEDERAL VACCINE ADVISORY COMMITTEES

VRBPAC - FDA Vaccines & Related Biologic Products Advisory Committee 
Licensing & authorization of vaccines, biologicals, drugs

ACIP - CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
Recommendations for the use of FDA approved vaccines

NVAC - HHS National Vaccine Advisory Committee 
- Immunization policy recommendations

Members: diverse expertise, vetted for COI, independent, defined terms.
Meetings: public, agenda & presentations posted on-line.
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WSSRC: SCOPE, PERSPECTIVE

1. Assure safety & efficacy of 
COVID 19 vaccines that might 
be used in our states

2. Assess the transparency & 
objectivity of FDA VRPAC & 
CDC ACIP review process & the 
rigor validity and reliability of 
their data analysis

3. Ascertain whether equity has 
been considered appropriately 
in the design, implementation 
& analysis of clinical trials

4. Avoid undue delay in making 
available to our states’ 
residents COVID-19 vaccines 
deemed by the FDA  & CDC to 
be safe & effective



BIOLOGICAL LICENSE APPLICATION (BLA)
EMERGENCY USE AUTHORIZATION (EUA)

BLA

Usual process for licensing 
vaccine, biological or drug.

Requires data from > 6 month 
follow-up.

FDA approves the vaccine for use 
as safe &  effective.

EUA

Allows distribution of a new 
vaccine, biological or drug  or its 
use “off label” during a public 
health emergency.

FDA authorizes distribution if the             
benefits outweigh the risks.



WSSRC: FINDINGS

•Endorsed the transparency, objectivity of VRPAC & ACIP review 
processes & the rigor, validity & reliability of their analyses.

•Concluded that equity had been considered appropriately in the 
clinical trials & that it continue to be a guiding principle in 
immunization, monitoring & communication.

•Unanimously recommended use of the Moderna &Pfizer mRNA 
vaccines in CA, NV, OR & WA.

•Avoid any undue delay in providing access to these vaccines.



EFFICACY AFTER 2nd DOSE PFIZER VACCINE



EFFICACY AFTER 2nd DOSE MODERNA VACCINE



EFFICACY SEVERE DISEASE PFIZER VACCINE



EFFICACY SEVERE DISEASE MODERNA VACCINE



COVID 19 DISEASE AFTER DOSE 1

MODERNA VACCINE PFIZER VACCINE



PFIZER mRNA VACCINE SAFETY



MODERNA mRNA VACCINE SAFETY



PFIZER mRNA VACCINE SAFETY



PFIZER mRNA VACCINE SAFETY



CONTINUED VACCINE SAFETY MONITORING



MODERNA VERSUS PFIZER VACCINE

•Both vaccines are ~95% effective preventing COVID-19 illness after two 
doses.

•Both vaccines had no serious safety concerns identified in Phase 3 clinical 
trials.

•~80% of people may develop a mild local symptom (pain at injection site).

•The Pfizer dose #2 is at 21 days (but 17-day minimum between doses).

•The Moderna is at 28 days (24-day minimum between doses).

•The Pfizer vaccine has a 16-year-old minimum age requirement.

•The Moderna vaccine’s minimum age requirement is 18 years).



NEXT COVID-19 VACCINES: 
Viral Vector Vaccines

Adapted from https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/health/covid-vaccine-update-coronavirus/



NEXT COVID-19 VACCINES: 
Viral Vector Vaccines

Adapted from https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/health/oxford-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine.html



NEXT COVID-19 VACCINES: 
Viral Particle & Protein Subunit Vaccines

Adapted from https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/health/covid-vaccine-update-coronavirus/



Q & A*

*RESOURCES
Websites of WA State DOH; Public Health Seattle-King; CDC –ACIP; FDA VRBPAC
UW Department of Global Health: https://globalhealth.washington.edu/subscribe
Washington Post: www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/health/covid-vaccine-update-coronavirus/

https://globalhealth.washington.edu/subscribe

