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Childhood Immunizations Save Lives
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Immunization Impact of COVID-19

* VFC data represent the difference in cumulative doses of VFC-funded non-influenza and measles-containing vaccines ordered by 
health care providers at weekly intervals between Jan 7–Apr 21, 2019, and Jan 6–Apr 19, 2020. Accessed from 
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6919e2 on 07/27/2020.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6919e2
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Vaccine For Children National Data

* VFC data represent the difference in cumulative doses of VFC-funded non-influenza and measles-containing vaccines ordered by 
health care providers at weekly intervals between Jan 7–Apr 21, 2019, and Jan 6–Apr 19, 2020. Accessed from 
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6919e2 on 07/27/2020.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6919e2


Washington State Department of Health | 5



Washington State Department of Health | 6



Washington State Department of Health | 7



Washington State Department of Health | 8

• Data assessment to share with local health and partners

• News release, media inquiries, message distribution, partner 
outreach

• Reminder/Recall mailings 

• 35,000 mailings to families with kids 4-6 years old

• 76,000 mailings to families with kids 0-24 months old

• Collaboration with 

• Internal partners

• External partners/stakeholders

• Stay Healthy, Stay Vaccinated, Stay Safe campaign

• Webinars - provider education and promotion of reminder/recall, and 
immunization quality improvement projects to increase rates

Routine and Catch-up Vaccination Activities
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• PPE needs have changed

• As many as 30-35% are asymptomatic and masks are 
now required for all public places

• No requirement for N95 mask for vaccinations, but 
special considerations should be taken

• Further information available from CDC, Washington 
State L&I and DOH (links in references)

• Drive through,  Walk-Up and Curbside Care

• Virtual health expansion 

• Can we safely do immunizations in a non-traditional 

manner? YES!

Traditional Model Versus Out of the Box
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What we know and think: 

• Influenza and SARS-CoV-2 will probably circulate simultaneously this 
fall and winter

• There is currently no vaccine for SARS-CoV-2

• Increased flu vaccination coverage can reduce stress on the 
healthcare infrastructure

• Seniors, individuals with chronic medical conditions, and pregnant 
women experience the majority of influenza-related severe illnesses 
and deaths. 

• Health disparities in influenza vaccine access and influenza 
treatment to prevent worsening severity of symptoms and 
hospitalization

Influenza and SARS-CoV-2 
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Influenza Vaccine Coverage

Based on the 2018-2019 CDC National Immunization 
Survey of 12,131 Washington residents the following 
received the annual influenza vaccination:

o 53.8 % of the individuals ages 6 months and older

o 54.9% of individuals ages 18 to 64 identified as high 
risk

o 42.8% of individuals ages 18 to 64 identified as not at 
high risk

o 50% of individuals ages 18 to 49 identified as high risk

 Based on Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring 
System 2016-2017 data, 68.5% of Washington pregnant 
women obtained the influenza vaccination

Source:  CDC FluVaxView.  Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/1819season.htm. Accessed 05/20/2020. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/1819season.htm
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• Through a CDC grant, DOH will have adult influenza vaccine for 
un- and under-insured adults available

• Estimated Washington doses: 

• 300,000 adult doses 

• 690,000 pediatric doses

• Doses will not be available until October 2020 or later

• Distribution planning is being coordinated

• Expanded partnerships with pharmacies is in progress 

• Opportunities to become Adult Vaccine Provider

CDC Enhanced Influenza Campaign  
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In summary, there is much work ahead for the state Department 
of Health (DOH) to improve adult flu vaccinations among those 
most vulnerable and among those who serve those most 
vulnerable. Work in progress: 

• Increasing access to vaccinations through partnerships

• Increasing the capacity and use of the Immunization 
Information System to support vaccine assessment/forecast 
and documentation

• Increasing demand for vaccinations through outreach and 
education

• Reducing ethnic, racial and geographic disparities in 
immunizations

Summary and Approach
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• IIS Support and training available at:  IIS.Training@doh.wa.gov

• Nursing Immunization Line:  Immunenurses@doh.wa.gov

• Upcoming webinars found via this link: 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/Immunization
News/ImmunizationTraining. 

• July 1, 2020 – October 14 – 2020 Pink Book Webinar Series

• August 4, 2020 – Current Issues in Immunization Webinar

• August 12, 2020 – HPV and Anal Cancer

• MyIR: 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/ChildProfileH
ealthPromotion/ForParents/AccessyourFamilysImmunizationInformation. 

• Immunization Rule Changes:  
https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/SchoolandChi
ldCare/RuleChanges. 

Resources 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/ImmunizationNews/ImmunizationTraining
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/webinar-epv/index.html?deliveryName=USCDC_11_25-DM31992
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/ciiw/?deliveryName=USCDC_11_22-DM33048
https://events-na5.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/951358841/en/events/event/shared/1480695977/event_registration.html?connect-session=na5breezcistk44nxyc2f2iz&sco-id=2348994181&campaign-id=200&_charset_=utf-8
https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/ChildProfileHealthPromotion/ForParents/AccessyourFamilysImmunizationInformation
https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/Immunization/SchoolandChildCare/RuleChanges


Contact: 

Kathy.Bay@doh.wa.gov

QUESTIONS?
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